EMPA. Observing the total lunar eclipse on RAC’s panoramic terrace. Courtesy
Rijeka Sport Ltd.

GREECE

The Eugenides Planetarium in Athens premiered for the
autumn season the planetarium show The Stellars by Creative
Planet, for the younger audiences, as well as the giant screen
documentary T.REX by Giant Screen Films converted for
digital fulldome. It has also scheduled for the autum season
repeated screenings of beloved past in-house productions,
including the following: The Story of Earth, highlighting the
birth of our planet and its evolution through plate tectonics,
The Centre of the Cosmos: from the Geocentric system to the
expansion of the Universe, narrating the fascinating tale of the
continuous displacement of Earth, and hence of mankind,
from the centre of the Cosmos and Beyond Earth, a fascinating
journey among the planets and satellites of the Solar System.

The Eugenides Planetarium’s Space Series sequence of
short videos on various astronomy topics has been further
expanded with the addition of four episodes, the first of
which was Back to the Moon, a brief presentation of NASA’s
efforts to return to the Moon through the implementation
of the Artemis program. Life in the Solar System investigates
the most promising solar system bodies that may harbour
microbial life, while Red Planet presented what our continued
investigation of neighbouring Mars has revealed about is wet
past. Finally, the 14th episode of Space Series, titled Edge of the
Solar System, attempts to answer the question of how far must
we travel from the Sun before we can claim to have escaped
its influence and entered interstellar space.

ITALIAN ASSOCIATION OF PLANETARIA

Last April, Derek Demeter (Emil Buehler Planetarium,
Seminole State College, Sanford) arrived from Florida to give
lectures in various Italian cities as part of the Two Weeks in
Italy initiative. The winner of the next edition (April 2026) is
Maureen Hintz, professor in the School of Physics, Utah Valley
University. Her lecture, dedicated to the origin and evolution
of the calendar, will describe a famous archaeological-
astronomical site in Four Corners County, at the junction of
New Mexico, Arizona, Colorado, and Utah. This is the site of
the famous Chaco Canyon, a ceremonial center of the Anasazi
people, where the main epochs of the astronomical calendar
are marked by the appearance of the luminous silhouette of
the “Sun Dagger”.

Through the thirty editions of Weeks in Italy, which began
in 1995 thanks to the idea of the Serafino Zani Observatory
in Lumezzane (Brescia), numerous American teachers and
planetarians have participated. In the following years, the
classes have been held not only in the Brescia area but also in
Perugia, Assisi, and Farra d’Isonzo (Gorizia). Then, what for
several decades was known as the Week in Italy has doubled
in size. This is thanks to the involvement of the APS StarLight,
un Planetario Tra le Dita (Perugia) and the Farra d’Isonzo
Observatory and Planetarium. After the pandemic, with
the promotion of the Association of Italian Planetariums
and the financial support of the International Planetarium
Society, which is covering the travel expenses of the American
teacher, the Two Weeks in Italy has further expanded its
scope, offering a tour of lectures in various Italian cities. Last
year, the destinations were Perugia, Assisi, Florence, Ravenna,
Lumezzane (Brescia), and Gorizia. Italian planetariums
interested in this original activity taught in English, thus
having both a scientific and linguistic interest for students,
have been involved by PLANIt in Maureen Hintz's tour, which
will stop in several cities.

The Civic Planetarium of Ravenna was founded in 1985.
Ayear later, in October 1986, it hosted the first Meeting
of Italian Planetariums, organized by the Friends of the
Planetariums Association, which had been founded in Brescia
a few months
earlier. Next year
will mark the
40™Manniversary
of the meeting
of the [talian
Planetariums,
which will be held
again, like the
first, in Ravenna.
The dates are April
16-18, 2026.

PLAN:It, together
with the Catholic
University and
Infini.to-Turin
Planetarium,
has sponsored a
research project
titled Sky &
Wonder to study
planetarium
visitor emotions,
with a particular focus on profound wonder. This emotion
can have significant effects on psychological well-being and
emotional connection with the natural world. The ultimate
goal of the research, which will be published for the benefit
of all Italian planetariums, is to improve understanding of
the emotional impact of planetarium activities, providing
planetarians with nhew tools to desigh even more engaging
content, promoting learning, and enhancing the visitor
experience. The experimental research is being conducted by

IAP. Official opening with local authorities of the

Civic Planetarium of Ravenna in 1985. The following
year it hosted the first Meeting of Italian Planetariums
and next year will be the site of the 40th national

meeting. Courtesy of Ravenna Planetarium.




- COLUMNS

Valentina Bossoni as part of her master’s thesis in Psychology.
The work is supervised by Professor Andrea Gaggioli (director
of the International Master in user experience psychology
and full professor of general psychology at the Catholic
University) and Dr. Alice Chirico (researcher and director

of Experience Lab). The project is coordinated by Eleonora
Monge and Simona Romaniello (director and head of
education at Infini.to - Turin Planetarium, respectively) and
Dario Tiveron (president of PLANit), while the planetarium
activities are led by Emanuele Balboni and Marco Brusa
(planetarians at the Turin Planetarium). The project was
supported by Luca Peyron, coordinator of the Digital
Apostolate Service.

The archive of fulldome material available free of charge
to planetariums participating in PLANIt for use under their
domes continues to grow. Recent acquisitions include, for
example, a clip used to create transitions between two
different fulldome scenes—also useful during live shows—
using an effect reminiscent of the portal from Dr. Strange.
The clip was created by Michelangelo Rocchetti (Museo del
Bali). Another example is the fulldome tour of the Vera C.
Rubin Observatory includes the interior, the access road,
and a beautiful sunset. From Sardinia comes the fulldome
photograph The Milky Way over the Giants’ Tomb taken on
2 July in the location of Is Concias, in the municipality of
Quartucciu, by Manuel Floris, director of the Unione Sarda
Planetarium. Three thousand years ago, the Nuragic people
built collective tombs, later called “Giants’ Tombs”. The
sepulchral monument shown in the photograph bears the
name Sa domu e s'Orku, in Sardinian The House of the Ogre. It is
one of the best-preserved giants’ tombs in Sardinia, uniquely
oriented among the approximately 800 known giants’ tombs,
its axis is oriented precisely along the north-south line.
Located approximately 20 km from the center of Cagliari
as the crow flies, the site benefits from low light pollution,
making the Milky Way clearly visible.

IAP. The fulldome photograph The Mi|ky Way over the Giants’ Tomb is one
of the contents available on the website for members of PLANIt. Courtesy of
Manuel Floris.

IAP. The publications The Planetarium, the instrument, and the first lessons and

The Sky in a Room, the first as audio guide, the second in PDF, are available on

the website p|anetari.org.

The PLANIt website also offers the manual Equatorial
Solar Clock: Theoretical, Graphical, and Construction Elements
by Gian Nicola Cabizza and Nicola Scarpel, for use during
school workshops in the Italian planetariums. Finally, the
publication The Planetarium, the Instrument, and the First Lessons
is available in PDF, covering the basics of astronomical
geography that can be taught under the dome of any
planetarium. This publication, which was released together
with The Sky in a Room, can now be listened to through the
voice of Gianluca Di Luccio, who edited the audiobook version
after carefully reviewing the texts. The initiative took place
on the occasion of the Centennial of the Planetarium and is
divided in 25 chapters, that include numerous audio clips,
published in the area accessible to PLANIt planetariums.

ASSOCIATION OF MEXICAN PLANETARIUMS

The Morelia Planetarium in the State of Michoacan
inaugurated 50 years ago, in 1975, will be completely
renovated and will include museografical areas, and an
astronomical observatory for students the and general
public. The heart of the project is the Planetarium Digitalized
Projection Theater instead of the former Zeiss Mark IV
Planetarium which will now be exhibited. The renovated
Projection Theater will be equipped with: a Digistar System
2025-2026 from Cosm/E&S, six Christie 4K35 LASER RGB
(36,500 lumens each), Illumination System and Professional
Surround Audio 5.1 in the Spitz NanoSeam TM projection
Dome of 20 m in diameter and a 12 degrees tilt. Digistar
will offer shows in addition to the great performance of the
hardware and software, with a high impact visual fidelity,
whose colours, brigthness, intensity and contrast that
together with the high-quality audio and visual scale will

provide a great experience placing it as the top planetarium
in Mexico and Latin America.

PACIFIC PLANETARIUM ASSOCIATION

The Pacific Planetarium Association continues to host
[nearly] monthly Planetarians’ Zoom Seminars. Upcoming
seminars are listed on the seminar schedule page (www.
ppadomes.org/events/online-seminars/pzs-schedule). You too,
can lead or present at a seminar! The schedule page includes
possible dates for the usual «last-Fridays-of-the-month», but
there>s flexibility if you have particular limits for days that
would be good for you. The schedule page also has the four
simple steps it takes to get on the schedule: 1) Choose a date
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